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FEACE TALKS.

caoux_:is NOTED THERE WERE MORE TALKS AND MORE OPTIMISHM.

. HAW/THOMET AMD ALTHO THERE WAS NO INDICATION OF WHERE THEY STAND
" THERE WAS AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF A FLURRY OF TALKS. COLLINGWOOD.

REPORTED THAT THE TALKS ARE TAKING O8 AIR OF'IJRGENGY.'WS MEET INGS

- SCHEDULED AT 3 LEVELS. MEET INGS ARE CONSISTENT U/WHAI WILL HAPPEN

IF THE 2 SIDES WERE PREPARING TO WIND UP TALKS, SAID COLLINGWOOD,

BYT IT DOES NOT NECESSARILY WEAN AN AGREEMENT IS IN SIGHT. RUMORS

6RE PLYING THAT THE END IS IN SIGHT Ww/PORTER AT SESSIONS FOR

{ST TIME. THERE WERE MORE UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES: MESSENGERS

TRAVELED IN AND OUT OF MEETING; IT LOOKED LIKE CHAMPAGNE WAS

SERVED, AND HAK SAID GOMBYE 10 THE BUTLER. COLLINGWOOD

CAUTIONED THAT IT IS EASY TO READ TOO MUCH INTO THESE ACTIONS QNTILENSCRELEAST
BUT IT HAS BEEN CLEAR FOR SOME TIME THAT IF IT WAS UP TO

HAR-THO AN AGREEMENT COULD BE REACHED EASILY. ONE NEARLY WAS

REACHED IN OCT, ONLY TO BE DELAYED BY THE MINOR PARTIES IN-

VQLVED. AGREEMENT (MAY STILL BE A WAYS OFF BUT THE DRAFTING EXPERTS

. WON'T BE DRAFTING NOTHING. TALKS WILL END SOON, CONCLUDED
. COLLINGYO®, AND MAY END W/AN AGREEMENT. CRONKITE ADDED THAT

STATE SOURCES SAY THERE IS SCANT CHANCE FOR A SETTLEMENT IN TIME
7O BRING THE BOYS HONE FOR XiAS.
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BUT NO ONE CLOSE TO TALXSWWILL SAY HOWw LONG THAT STAMWWILL LAST,
" THO WASHINGTON DIPLOMATIC SOURCES SAY AGREEMENT COULD BE AS EARLY
‘45 GED. ASIAN DIPLOMATS, SAID VALERIANI, SAY THIEG WILL ACCEPT

AGREENENE IN PRACTICE IN ORDER TO AVOID SPLIT W/uASH., BUI
THIEU WO T SIGN TO SHOW DISSATISFACTION W/ IT. WH WOULDN'T
CQIMENT ON SPECULATION, SAYS VALERIANI, WHO NOTED. SOURCES SAID
PESSIMLSTIC PRESS REPORTS WERE OFF THE MARKe VALERIANI CONCLUDED
W NOTE OF NO OFFICIAL COMMENT ON TALKS AND SPECULATIVE THEORY
RN WwILL ANNOUNCE SETTLEMENT.

NOTING PORTER' S PRESENCE, NBC'S DQBYNSfSAID_THD IT WAS 18T

" TIME HE'S KNOWN TO HAVE ATTENDED PRIVATE SESSION, US DELEGATIOW

ASKED IF ABC HAD MIKE IN MEETING ROOM YET. CIOFFI SAYS THERE IS NO

DECLINED TO COMMENT ON FACT. NOTING " INCREASINGLY FAMILIAR® SCENE
F "WARI' GREETINGS AS HAW/ SULLIVAW PORTER GREETED NVN, DOBYSS
SAID SUCH GREETINGS HAVE HELPED NREATE AIR OF OPTINMISH OF TALKS,

AND THO NOBGMY CAME OUTSIDE DURING SESSION, THE
WS A "GREAT

DEAL” OF MOVEMENT VISIBLE INSIDE. OVER FILM OF CORDIAL NVN DEPARTURE,
DOBNYH SAID APPARENT HAK-THO FRIENDLINESS SEEMS TO BE A STATE-

MENT OF ITS O4N. DOBYNS SAID THE PORTER-THUY WEETING WILL BE A

IST, AND THO NO ONE WOULD SAY WHAT SUBJECT IS, A US SOURCE MADE

O CLEAR IT COULD ONLY BE INTERPRETED AS A GOOD SIGN. PARIS
SPECULATION IS AGREEMENT COULD COME IN A FEV DAYS, CONCLUDED

DOBYNS.

ABC'S CIOFFI SAID DESPITE REPORTS TALKS ARE HOPELESSLY STALE-
MATED, THE NET HAS LEARNED "DEFINITIVELY" THAT IT*S NOT TRUE,
AND THO NEGOFIATIONS ARE DIFFICULT AND SLOW, THEY ARE MAKING
PROGRESS. ABC HILIGHTED BREAK IN " SERIOUS ROUTINE® AS HAK,ON
FILM, NOTED NET®S MIKE HANGING FROM 3RD STORY LEVEL OF BUILDING AND
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-~ -NoTHING IS BEING accompLNPRED ARE FLATLY DENIED, sm'clorn,

WSOURCES SAYIHG BOTH SIDES ARE DETERNIHED TO CONTINUE TALKS Ill
GO0D FAITHeoes AP HOTES THE SESSIONS OCCURRED AMID " SOME INDICATIONS
THEY MAY BE AT A TURNING POINT.”

NBC NOTED- CHOU SAID AN AGREEWENT MIGHT COME IN 2+3 DAYS...
WPL SAYS THE REPORT COINCIDED W/WASH DISPATCHES INPLYING THERE
HaD BEEN MORE PROGRESS IN TALKS THAN INDICATED IN PESSIMISTIC REPORTS
THOUGHT TO HAVE ORIGINATED FROM VC.essUS OFFICIALS ALSO DISCOUNTED -
SOMNE REPCRTS FROM PARIS THAT NO GAINS HAD BEEN MADE IN PAST WEEK,
BUT ACKNOWLEDGED IT WOULD BE PREMATURE TO EXPECT AN IMMINENT
REAKTHRU WHICH WOULD VRAP UP AGREEMENT.

LE MONDE QUOTED SAIGON SOURCES AS PREDICTING A CEASE-FIRE BY
DEC 20. IT WOULD COME INTO FORCE PROVISIONALLY BEGINNING W/A -
XMAS TRUCE AND LAST AS LONG AS COMMUNISTS OBSERVE IT. IN RETURN

'FOR THIED"S ACCEPTANCE, RN HAS PROMISED TO HOLD A MID=PACIFIC

SUMMIT, TO CONTINUE AID AND TO GUARANTEE US MILITARY INTERVENTION
IN CASE OF A "FLAGRANT BREACH" OF THE CEASE-FIRE.

FOREIGN MINISTER LAM SEID SVN WILL ACCEPT AN AGREEMENT ONLY
IF IT INCLUDES AN EXPLICIT PROVISION REQUIRING NVA. W/DRAWALS:es.
MME. BINH, CLARIFYING FRL. STATENENT THAT SEEMED TO HOVE TOVARD
A POSSIBLE COMPROMISE, LAST WEEK SAID SHE HAD BEEN MISINTERPRETED
REs NVA FREEDOM TO RETURN TO NVN AND WAS NOT INPLYING A COM-
MUNIST OFFER OF A TACIT DEMOBILIZATION AND W/DRAWAL.

FRANCE DENIED AN AURORE REPORT THAT ITS TROOPS MIGHT BE IN~
QLUDED IN INTERNAT®L CEASEFIRE FORCE.

THE OMENS WERE AMBIGUOUS, SAYS TIME, AS x-ué: = SEEMINGLY
INTERMINABLE® TALKS WENT ON. BUT THERE WAS “DEFINITE PROGRESS"
REPORTED IN “THE GENERAL ATMOSPHERE OF FRIENDLINESS,” BUT A MAIN
US CONCERN REMAINS HOw CAN THE COMMUNISTS BE PREVENTED FROM
SEIZING CONTROL OF GUN AND WHILE AN ACCORD "ONCE AGAIN SEEMED
CLOSE, ITS DURABILITY, AS WELL AS THE
900
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